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But later last year, the state Supreme Court ruled in an Orange County case that public
employees could rely on a government agency's express or implied promise of future
health benefits.

In this case, the appeals court cited such statements as an assurance in a 1979 UC
retirement system handbook that employees with five years of service have "a non-
forfeitable (vested) right to a retirement benefit" including university contributions.

A number of UC publications "contain language that could be read as implying a
commitment to provide these benefits throughout retirement," said Presiding Justice
Barbara Jones in the 3-0 ruling.

The ruling can be viewed at www.courts.ca.gov/opinions/nonpub/A132778.PDF.

Bob Egelko is a San Francisco Chronicle staff write. E-mail: begelko@sfchronicle.com
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